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it is just as well to remind ourselves of what the rule
of the road means. Jrt^^ansjhatln orderthatthe
liberties of all may'be pfesenreJTEJ!^
evgybody must be curtaiiedr^When the policeman,
say, at Piccadilly Circus steps into the middle of the
road and puts out his hand, he is the symbol not
of tyranny, but of liberty. You may not think so.
You may, being in a hurry and seeing your motor-
car pulled up by this insolence of office, feel that
your liberty has been "outraged. How dare this
fellow interfere with your free use of the public
highway? Then, if you are a reasonable person,
you will reflect that if he did not, incidentally, inter-
fere with you he would interfere with no one, and
'the result would be that Piccadilly Circus would be
a maelstrom that you would never cross at all. You
have submitted to a curtailment of private liberty
in order that you may enjoy a social order which
makes your liberty a reality.
Ijfogrty is not a personal affair only^J^ut a social
contract. It is an^ccommofia.!!^ nfintfjrgsfg Tn
matters which do not touch anybody else's liberty,
of course, I may be as free as I like. If I choose to
go down the Strand in a dressing-gown, with long
hair and bare feet, who shall say me nay? You
have liberty to laugh at me, but I have liberty to be
indifferent to you. And if I have a fancy for dyeing
my hair, or waxing my moustache (which heaven
forbid), or wearing a tall hat, a frock-coat and sandals,
or going to bed late or getting up early, I shall follow